
                                             USA WORKING EQUITATION 
 

                                                   Obstacle Specifications 
 

 
No. of obstacles required 
(min) L1–8                L2-L3: 10               L4 & L5: 12              L6 & L7: 15 

Distance btw consecutive 
obstacles and entry/exit 10 m (30 ft) min. (line of travel) 

Distance from public 5 m (15 ft) min. 

Entrance/exit markers 1.5 m (5 ft) min; 3 m (10 ft) max. 

1.​ Bridge Entry/exit markers are required.  

2.​ Figure 8 Distance between drums: 3 m (10 ft) on center. 

3.​ Pen Outer pen: 6 m (20 ft) in dia. Inner pen 3 m (10 ft) in dia. Entrance: 1.5 to 2.5 m (5 to 8 ft).  
Corridor: 1.5 m (5 ft). The pen must fall down if hit by horse or competitor. 

4.​ Jug Table height: 1.2 m (4 ft). Jug must have a handle and be in the same position for all 
competitors. Must be accessible from either side. Entry/exit markers are required. 

5.​ Remove Pole Pole: 2.5 to 3.5 m (8 to 11.5 ft). Must be accessible from either side and have an easily 
identifiable tip. 

6.​ Spear Ring Ring: Approx. 15 cm (6 in.) in dia.,made of wood, metal, or plastic.  Must be accessible from 
either side. 

7.​ Replace Pole Must be accessible from either side. 

8.​ Switch Cup Bending poles: 1.5-2 m (5-6.5 ft) high (approx.). Distance: 1.2 m (4 ft) apart.  
Cup: must be set on same pole for all riders unless WAWE rules are used. 

9.​ Bell Corridor 
Rails: 30 cm (12 in.) high; 3.7 m (12 ft.) long; 1.5 m (5 ft.) apart. 
Bell: Two bells 1.5-1.8m (5-6 ft) high, one on each side, at end of corridor or one bell, 2 m 
(6.5ft) high, positioned at end of corridor. 

10.​ Reinback “L” Rails: 30 cm (12 in.) high (min); 3.7 m (12 ft) long. “L” in either direction.  
Corridor width: 1.5 m (5 ft). 

11.​ Rounding Posts Corridor width: 1.5 m (5 ft).  
Distance btw posts: 2.5 m (8 ft) min; 3 m (10 ft) max. 

12.​ Single Slalom 
Posts: 2 m (6.5 ft) high. Plants or other objects at least .61 m (2 ft) in height may be used 
instead of poles. Distance btw posts: 7 m (23 ft) for L1-L5.  Distance btw posts: 6m (20 ft) for 
L6 & L7 .Entry/exit markers are recommended. 

13.​ Double Slalom 
Posts: 2 m (6.5 ft) high. Plants or other objects at least .61 m (2 ft) in height may be used 
instead of poles. L1-L5: Five posts. Distance btw posts: 7 m (23 ft)   
 L6 & L7: Seven posts. Distance btw posts: 6m (20 ft). Entry/exit markers are recommended. 

14.​ Gate Recommended height of the gate is 1.5 m (5 ft) tall and 2.1 m (7 ft) wide. The gate must be at 
least 1.3 m (4 ft 3 in.) high, and 2 m (6.5 ft) wide. 

15.​ Jump 

Width: at least 2.5 m - 3.5 m (8 ft-12 ft) 
L1: cross-rail no higher than 0.3 m (12 in.) at center. 
L2/L3: Crossed rails 0.5 m (22 in.) at standard; 0.4 m (15 in.) at center. 
L4–L7: 0.5 m (22 in.) high. Must have a ground pole. 

16.​ Sidepass Rail 
Rail: 10 cm (4 in.) dia.; 3 m - 3.5 m (10 ft-12 ft) long; 5-10 cm (2 in-4 in) above ground. Two 
rails in line or parallel rails: 3 m (10 ft) apart; two rails in “L” configuration. Entry/exit markers 
are required. 

17.​ Water Minimum 1.5 m (5 ft) long; 2.4 m (8 ft) wide; 10 cm (4 in.) deep; maximum depth 20 cm (8 in.) 

18.​ Bank 

Vertical change not more than 30 cm to 60 cm (1 ft to 2 ft) above/below ground level; at least 
12 ft (one stride or more) in the direction of travel between the up and down elements; face 
should be at least 8 ft wide. When only one direction is required, there will be a ramp or incline 
of at least 8 ft on the other side.  

19.​ Drums L1–L5:  4 m (13 ft); L6 & L7: 3 m (10 ft) 
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