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PREFACE

This document, United States Rules for Working Equitation, is the national rulebook for
working equitation in the U.S. It is maintained on the USA Working Equitation website:
USAWE.org. In the event of a discrepancy between a printed version and the version residing
on the website, the electronic version will take precedence.

This document is revised annually. The revision cycle may be more or less frequent depending
on the volume and criticality of the changes. Suggestions for modifications from WE groups,
show officials, or individuals involved in the discipline are encouraged. A Rule Change
Proposal may be submitted up until August 31st of any calendar year; this will enable adequate
consideration of all proposed modifications prior to the start of the following competition year
on January 1. The Rule Change Proposal form is on the USAWE website:

USAWE.org

Questions for the Rules Committee can be sent at any time to: Rules@usawe.org. The Rules
Committee will not respond to any questions or discussions on social media.
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REVISION SUMMARY
Revision Date Change Summary
0 1 Dec 2016 | Original Issue
9.1 1Jan 2026 | e Throughout Rules, Negative Mark is now Lower Score

e 1.2, 8.4: Cattle trial may be out of order at non-Championship shows.
e 1.6 g: Masters level is now WAWE Senior. h: Riders who turn 21 may
compete as Young Riders during the competition year. i: Riders turning 16
during the competition year may compete as Junior riders. App H
1.7 c,d: Moving to lower level. e: Annual Awards.

1.8: Sharing a horse.

1.91: Leverage bit must have curb strap or curb chain.

1.9.2 b: Bell Boots allowed in all trials.

1.14.3 6.6, 6.7, 6.9: Judge must score entire performance.

2.3: Judge requirements at Regional Championships.

3.2, 3.5: Competition numbers.

3.12, 7.3: Course design requirements.

3.20: Conflict of interest

5.6 d: Presentation is now part of the Rider score

6.4: Clarifies course design.

6.5: Attire for course walk.

6.6: Correct bend, correct lead and counter canter.

6.6: Table 6.2 Chart of Obstacle corrections.

7.3: Speed course design

7.6, App B 1: One foot must land on bridge.

8.2: Clarifies experienced cow handler.

8.4: Team members will be assigned by show management. Riders
responsibility to return cow to herd.

8.10: Working cattle before trial

App B 3: Pen must fall down if hit by horse or rider.

App B 8: Height of poles

App B 9: Allow for two bells.

App B 12,13: Increase distance between poles. Allow objects instead of
poles.

App B 14: Clarifies construction and operation of gate.

App B 15: Width of jump.

App B 15 c: Gait over jump.

App B 18 a: Description of bank, b: use of ramp.

App H WAWE International Working Equitation Regulations and USAWE
exceptions.

Revision Date Summary of Deletions
9.1 12 Feb 2026 | e Presentation is no longer a standalone collective score. See above 5.6 d

o Most references to Level 7, Masters have been removed. Riders at that level,
including Senior, Junior and Young riders are governed by WAWE International
Working Equitation Regulations, (App H)

e The USAWE Level 7 Dressage test was removed. Refer to App H for that level,
Senior.

e Use of hands 1.11, 2nd paragraph was removed.

iii
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